
EHRiC/S5/19/C(EPFA)/416 

EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM RACHEL MACDONALD 

 

I am a loving mum of a big family. I am fully committed to doing what is best for my children 
and raising them to be good, honest, hard-working and loving citizens of our country. 

I do not support the proposals of this bill and I am shocked that the Scottish government is 
confusing the necessary chastisement sometimes needed when disciplining children with 
‘assault’. 

Anyone who has parented children will know that it is the hardest job in the world. In their 
formative years, children require love, nurture and protection, along with leadership, 
instruction, example and discipline. Much dedication and self-sacrifice is put into parenting 
to give one’s children the very best start in life. Part of parenting is about teaching a child 
right from wrong. 

Sometimes a parent will be faced with a situation where a child is very deliberately 
disobedient and refuses all overtures to comply with instructions to do what is safe and 
reasonable. A smack administered to the child’s buttocks is a clear message to the child 
that they have overstepped the boundaries of expected behaviour. It should be only 
administered by the parents or guardian of the child, or by someone trusted by the parent 
who is acting ‘in locum parentis’. Judgement of when and how discipline should be 
administered is entirely the responsibility of the parent, to whom the children belong, not the 
state. Such an act of discipline is not ‘hitting’ or ‘abuse’. Rather, it is a duty required by 
parents to show children that certain behaviours are entirely unacceptable and that in life 
there are consequences of such behaviour. 

The idea that introducing this smacking ban will deter child abusers is quite absurd. The 
current reasonable chastisement legislation is a safeguard already in place and conveys 
the clear message that the abusive hitting or harming of a child is wrong. What is missing is 
detection of those who perpetrate abuse.     

The answer to this does not come by muddling the issues, or by the state usurping authority 
uniquely belonging to parents. Nobody knows or loves a child quite like their parents do. 
They should always have the primary responsibility for the development and upbringing of 
their children, including incorporating smacking into the discipline of their offspring should 
they deem it necessary. 

I believe the government should be looking at ways to support parents in the very difficult 
role they have in shaping the next generation; not undermining them by weakening their 
authority to bring up their children up in the way they see fit. 

 


